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© THANK YOU FOR TO HAIG 5 CONTAINING aﬂ%éﬁ%éﬁ¥ngﬁ OTHER
SIDE. MESSAGE CERTAINLY CONFIRMS YOUR ANALYSIS OF THEIR
ISTENTIONS . THERE APPEARS LITTLE DOUBT THAT THAT NAVE
STRUCTURED TNEIR ENTIRE STRATEGY T0 ACHIEVE DE FACTO
CEASEFIRE IN PLACE AT THE END OF OCTOBER, MY INTEHSIVE
REVIEW SINCE DEPARTURE OF ALL CURRENT AVAILABLE INTELL -
1GENCE ON BATTLEFIELD SITUATION ALSO COMFIRMS CAREFUL
ORCHESTRATION OF BATTLEFIELD SITUATION TO SUPPORT PARIS
IBITIATIVE, 18 EFFECT, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT HANOL HAS
' DECIDED TO. ACCEPT THE RISKS INCLUDED IN THEIR SEPTEMBER
26 PROPOSAL ANTICIPATING THAT THEY WILL LAUNCH A SUP-
~ PORTING GIGHPOIAT DURING THE MONTH OF OCTOBER WHICH |
- VILL ‘MAXIMIZE THEIR HOLDINGS 1% SOUTH VIETNAM BY SEIZING -
~ CRUCIAL TERRITORY FOR CONTROL OF RESOURCES, POPULATION
"AND VITAL TRANSPORTATION ARTERIES. OUR PROSLEM IS TO
| “CAREFULLY :ASSESS WHETHER OR NOT VE CAN ACCOMPLISH
CONPENEATONY PRESSURES AGAINST KANOI AFTER THE OCTOBER |
30 PERIOD WHICH VILL SERVE TO COMPENSATE; FROM HANOI'S \
PERSPECTIVE, FOR WHAT VILL LIKELY BE A RAPIDLY DECLINING
 MILITARY - ADVANTAGE FOR TNEM IN SOUTH VIETNAM. VKETHER | |
~ ACTIONS AGAINST THE WORTH AND CONCERN FOR A MORE OBVIOUS
DEFEAT IN THE SOUTH VILL COUNTERBALANCE THE DELAY 1N -,
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ACHING.A SETTLEMENTIAT:A.TINE VHEW HAWOL'S SECURITY
TTOR 14  THE:BOUTH:1S:0PTINUM 18 PROBLEMATIC. -

T™“"8IVEN THE OTHER SIDE'S MESSAGE, 1 SEE X0
- .MODIFYING IN ASY WAY THE INTENDED APPROACH T0 THIEU,
/"IN FACT, 1 THIHX WE CAN DO SO VITH INCREASED CONFIDENCE
" THAT OUR ASSESSMENTS ARE SOUND. CONVERSELY, I AW HOT
_" SURE WEYASD HAS CLEARLY GRASPED VHAT MUST BE THE |
* CHARACTER OF TRE ENEMY 'S OCTOBER HIGHPOINT. FRON MY
- PERSPECTIVE, THE ENEMY WILL DECIDE IN CONNECTION VITH
" THE WEXT MEETING VHETHER OR NOT TO LAUNCH THIS OFFENSIVE,
' IF VE ARE VERY FORTHCOMING AND THEY FEEL VE ARE HEADED
" FOR AGREEMENT I PRINCIPLE, THEY WILL PROBASLY PROCEED.
14 1F NOT, THEY VILL PROBABLY CONTINUE TO ATTEMPT TO KUS
BAND THEIR DVIRDLING RESOURCES. I BELIEVE THIS FACTOR
SHOULD BE INCLUDED I YOUR ASSESSMENT OF NEXT VEEK'S
PRESENTATION. I ALSO WILL IMPRESS UPOR VEYARD THE
ESSCOTIALITY OF CAREFULLY ASSESSING THE GUA'S
CAPABILITY 10 REACT TO A HIGHPOINT, THE.CHARACTER OF .
WHICH WILL MO LONGER BE DESIGNED TO DESTROY THE ARVA
[2isyT RATHER TO OPTINIZE AREAS OF CONIROL AT THE TINE
[:C"OF AN OVERALL AGREEMENT. IN THIS CONTEXT, HE SHOULD
5:1,00X VERY HARD AT CURRENT DEPLOYWENT OF MARINES AND
AIRBORSE ELEMENTS I8 MORTHERA MR1. o |

.. 1 HAVE JUST RECEIVED YOUR TO HAIG 8 ARD AGREE
. COMPLETELY. - o - -
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